qualities.
You will also readily acknowledge that in many instances the question "With what shall I fill this cavity in order to obtain the best result?" is exceedingly difficult to answer and is imperfectly solved by the choice of that material which, in the opinion of the operator, comes nearest to what is desired.
Under these circumstances, it is evident that, through the introduction of a new and good filling material, the practical value of dentistry is greatly enhanced.
The material to which I wish to call your attention to-day, a combination of tin and gold, seems to me in many cases to very materially diminish the difficulties of the operation for both patient and operator, and to render possible the introduction of a more permanent fillling than could be obtained by other means.
It is now about 25 years since the la'.e Dr. "When one pole of an electrical battery of four Siemen'9 elements is placed on a tooth filled with metal and the other pole on a second filling or on the gum, it is distinctly felt that the circuit is thereby closed. This fact has given rise to the belief that dentine is a conductor; now this, as has been shown, is not true, the apparent conductivity being due to the fluidswhich are contained in the dentinal fibrils, and the pulp canal. In this manner the porous cylinder of a galvanic element, naturally a non-conductor, is transformed into an excellent conductor, as soon as it becomes saturated with the battery solution; also a silk thread becomes a conductor as soon as it is moistened with a conducting liquid; so, too, a glass tooth whose canaliculi, pulp chamber, &c., are filled with a salt solution would readily transmit an electric current. We cannot on this account, however, consider these substances as conductors, they being notorious non-conductors, nor 
